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FROM Amembassy ACCRA DATE: 

SUBJECT : Ambassador Bowles Visit to Ukrumah 


Ambassador Chester Bowles and I called on President ITkrumah 
at Flagstaff House the evening of ITovetaber 1, 1962 after I had 
arranged the appointment through Brica Powell that morning. The 
President met us alone in his office at 5*30 p.m. 

After an exchange of reminisoence3 (Bowles wa3 here seven 
years ago), Ambassador Bowles made several compelling points. 
He related a long conversation with Soviet Ambassador Bobrynin 
he had the day before he loft TTashington on his African trip (about 
October 14) in which he told Bobrynin the U.S., had soma evidence * 
that the Soviets were placing offensive weapons in Cuba. Bowles 
said Bobrynin was very upset to hear this and Bowles explained to 
Bkxumah that he thought at the time that Bobrynin honestly lacked 
knowledge of .the Russian activities, since Ambassadors occasionally 
are not fully informed for tactical reasons. All of this, of course: 
developed the theme of Soviet stealth. 


During this part of the talk Gkrumah. went over to his de3k and 
got the Cuban photographs I had given, him several day3 before to 
show Bowles j since the latter remarked ha had not seen them. 

3owle3 told JTkrumah that Russia was having serious difficul- 
ties both internally and externally, inferring that Russia backed 
off from Cuba because of problems rather than principle. He men- 
tioned Russia's agricultural shortages, her difficulties with China 
.and. Albania and the tentative relationship with Yugoslavia, and 
: her defensive obsession and consequently felt need for huge arms 
.- investments; 
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